Course of Action in the Face of Annihilation
As the president, the best course of action would be a similar attack on Russia. A nuclear attack targeted on Washington DC would ultimately end all of life in the state as well as neighboring regions and render the region uninhabitable. It would be impossible to convince the American people that it was a mistake from Russia to target the capital city of the most powerful countries in the world. The history between America and Russia is also a critical aspect that would make it important to take similar action against Moscow or another Russian city. A nuclear strike is the only action that makes the most sense in such a situation as it would showcase the American power to the rest of the world. 
Failing to take action and accepting the Russian version of events no matter how true they are leaves America exposed to other enemies to a similar strike. The blow that the country will suffer after the strike will be massive. Directing the country to use all its might to showcase its strength is only potent in such a situation for the future generations. America should not relent or cave under such actions by the enemy but rather take necessary steps in overcoming the effects of the nuclear strike. 
In the call to the Secretary of State, the president needs to reiterate the need for America to bounce back and engage with Russia in preventing a Third World War. If their reasons hold true, they would not continue with strikes after a single strike but the country should be ready to use all its power to annihilate Russia if they did. 


